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illustrated. 1862 edition. Excerpt: . . . ably run into the same ovarian group: thus the vessels supplying the upper
sepal, the Fig. xxxii. Upper or posterior sepal. Labellum. Section Of The Flower Of An Orchid. The little circles
show the position of the spiral vessels S S. Stigmas; Sr, stigma modified into the rostellum. Ai. Fertile anther of
the outer whorl; A 2 A3, anthers of the same whorl comhined with the lower petal, forming the labellum. ai 02.
Kudimentary anthers of the inner whorl (fertile in Cypripedium), generally forming the clinandrum; 03, third
anther of the same whorl, when present, forming the front of the column. fertile anther (A 1), and the upper
pistil or stigma (i. e. rostellum S r), all unite and form the posterior ovarian group. Again, the vessels supplying
one of the lower sepals, the corner of the labellum, and one of the two stigmas (S), unite and form the antero-
lateral group; and so with all the other vessels. Hence, if the existence of groups of spiral vessels can be trusted,
and Dr. Hooker informs me that he has never known them to speak falsely, the flower of an Orchid certainly
consists of fifteen organs, in a much modified and confluent condition. We see three stigmas, with the two lower
ones generally confluent, and with the upper one modified into the rostellum. We see six stamens, arranged in
two whorls, with one alone (A 1) generally fertile. In Cypripedium, however, two stamens of the inner...
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