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Among the Sandwich Islands, May 20-Oct; 12, 1791 Although Captain Cook was here in 1778, it was about 1785-6
before information regarding the discovery of the Sandwich Islands (now called Hawaiian Islands) began to be
generally distributed throughout the United States, for printing presses and methods of travel and
communication were slow. And it was about this time that several celebrated Boston merchants, including
Doctor Bulfinch and his son, Charles Bulfinch, Joseph Barrell, John Derby of Salem, Captain Crowell Hatch of
Cambridge, Samuel Brown of Boston, and John Marden Pintard of New York, formed a company (with a
capital of $50,000, divided into fourteen shares) for trade in the Pacific. They purchased the Columbia, a full-
rigged two-decker of 220 tons, mounting ten guns, which had been built at Hobart s Landing, North River, about
fourteen years before; also the Lady Washington, a small sloop of ninety tons. Captain John Kendrick, of the
merchant marine, was chosen to command the Columbia, and Robert Gray - a friend of Kendrick, who had
served in the revolutionary navy - was chosen to command the Lady Washington. Orders were given them to
avoid oIense to any foreign power; to treat the natives with kindness and Christianity; to obtain a cargo of furs
on the American coast; to proceed to China and exchange their furs for tea, and to return to Boston with the
tea. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more
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