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population is engaged in farming as a primary occupation. Fewer than one in four farm families receive the
majority of their income from farming, and so are dependent upon the rural economies around their farms.
Seven out of eight rural counties are dominated by varying mixes of manufacturing, services and other non-
farming activities. While rural development has traditionally focused much attention on providing physical
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and creative new approaches to rural revitalization. For instance, the bill authorizes the National Rural
Cooperative and Business Equity Fund to spur rural economic growth by generating the investment capital
critical to rural business development. Farm-based renewable energy While U. S. agriculture has been a long-
time world leader in food and fiber production, the Committee recognizes that American farms can also
generate abundant renewable energy. Indeed, much of the nations renewable energy potential is found on
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