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treasuries of knowledge. Standard histories must be re-examined, both with reference to the importance of the
events and the excellence of the narrative. A large part of the most famous works loses its interest by lapse of
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were deemed their rivals, sink into insignificance. None can be better aware of the absolute necessity of this
revision and condensation than those who have charge of the immense accumulations of books in the great
libraries of the world. While these institutions serve important uses as treasure-houses in which literature and
knowledge are accumulated and from which they may be diffused wherever there is a demand, this wide
diffusion to the people of each section is best accomplished by means of carefully edited compilations. We have
been glad to assist others in the preparations of manuals and works of reference, and here we offer a collection
in regard to which past experience has been a constant guide. In the present Library of Historic Characters and
Famous Events we have selected from the records of the world s progress such personages and such facts as
have a valid and pre-eminent claim for remembrance by the people of the present day. The careers...
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