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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Mother Lode Region of California As a proof of
the animal origin of petroleum, it has been stated that pools of petroleum have been found which were filled
with live maggots. Many hundreds of pools of petroleum in California have been examined without discovering
any maggots or other forms of life in them, although there have been swarms of flies and other insect life in
their neighborhood. In the vicinity of pools of petroleum, flies quickly discover and lay their eggs on spoiled or
moist foodstuCs, meat, decaying meat, meat broths, dead animals, in manure heaps, etc. Taking into
consideration the persistency of flies to deposit their eggs upon anything capable of sustaining the life of their
young, it is to be believed that all pools of petroleum would be filled with maggots if flies were present and
petroleum was a suitable food for their larvae. Maggots feed upon animal and vegetable tissues and liquids,
and not upon their fats and oils. When animal hydrocarbons are deprived of all animal tissues and liquids, they
are not molested by flies. Petroleum is also found to be an excellent maggot-killer. There are only four ways of
preserving animal remains from decay and putrefaction: first, in a case from which the air has been completely
removed and excluded; second, by antiseptic agents; third, subjected to a heat exceeding 100 C.; fourth,
subjected to a cold under 0 C. To secure and preserve any quantity of animal remains by any of these four
ways, cataclysms of nature must occur. Geology does not show that any large quantity of animals have been
inhumed in the earth by cataclysms; even...
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