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Restriction in the United States, From the Declaration of Independence to the Present Day Human Slavery, as it
existed in the pagan world, and especially in the infancy, vigor, and decline of Greek and Roman civilization,
gradually died out in the advancing light of Christianity. When Columbus opened the New World to European
enterprise and settlement, the serfdom of Russia and Hungary, and the mild bondage of Turkey - each rather
an Asiatic or Scythian than a European power - were the last remaining vestiges of a system which had
pervaded, and mastered, and ruined, the vast empires of Alexander and the Caesars. The few ignorant and
feeble dependents elsewhere held in virtual bondage by force rather of custom than of positive law, serve
rather to establish than disprove this general statement. Lust of gold and power was the main impulse of
Spanish migration to the marvelous regions beyond the Atlantic. And the soE and timid Aborigines of tropical
America, especially of its islands, were first compelled to surrender whatever they possessed of the precious
metals to the imperious and grasping strangers; next forced to disclose to those strangers the sources whence
they were most readily obtained; and finally driven to toil and delve for more, wherever power and greed
supposed they might most readily be obtained. From this point, the transition to general enslavement was
ready and rapid. The gentle and indolent natives, unaccustomed to rugged, persistent toil, and revolting at the
harsh and brutal severity of their Christian masters, had but one unfailing resource - death. Through privation,
hardship, exposure, fatigue and despair, they...
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